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the House, the two Front Benches, had determined
to alter both the Constitution and the powers of
the House of Lords and they predicted as follows:
"Without any reasonable doubt the powers of the
House of Lords, after the most ridiculous sham
demagogy from the Treasury Bench, and equally
ridiculous sham indignation from their relatives and
private friends across the table, and after perhaps
some sham resistance organised to give vitality to the
show, will be modified in such a fashion that (1) the
House of Lords shall not be able to prevent the
passage into law of measures concerted between
the two Front Benches; and (2) the House of Lords
shall be able to prevent the passage of measures
which towards the end of a Parliament are put up
in order to secure the swing of the pendulum."1

In other words, so far as its powers are concerned,
the second chamber would be turned into a machine
subservient to the bi-party system. This is pre-
cisely what has happened*

Mr Belloc and Mr Chesterton maintain that the
power of the House of Commons has passed to the
Front Benches. "This committee is not elected
by vote or by acclamation or even by general con-
sent. Its members do not owe their position either
to the will of the House or the will of the people.
It is selected mainly from among the rich politicians
and their dependents by a process of sheer unchecked
co-option. It forms in reality a single body, and
acts when its interests or its powers are at stake,
as one man. No difference of economic interest or
of political principle any longer exists among its
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